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of violet pulo, dark red turbans, and often loose trousers
of violet pulo falling over their boots* Their locks hang
over their shoulders, but they also wear a large Chinese
queue mostly made of silk threads, a large agate or white
glass thumb-ring ornamenting it; this they twist around
the head, hardly ever letting it hang down the back. In
the left ear is a silver ring in which is set a turquoise or
coral bead, and their swords are handsomely ornamented
with repousse silverwork and also set with coral. The
women dress in gowns of pulo, usually woven in stripes of
different colors. Their hair is left loose over the shoul-
ders, like that of the men, or else done up in innumer-
able little plaits, the common fashion of the country.1 The
married women wear on the front of the head a large
embossed plate of silver or gold, called serya, in which is
set a coral bead, but if they have married Chinese they
wear it on the back of the head* From the belts of both
men and women hang a needle-case, a flint-and-steel box,
often an eye-shade case prettily embroidered, and in
some parts of the country a bag in which to carry their
wooden bowls. The well-to-do people wear shirts of
coarse unbleached silk of Indian manufacture, with a
high red collar, and half-rupee pieces as buttons in the
case of the men, ajad elaborate gold buckles end coral
buttons mounted with gold or silver for the women.
It must not be thought that this clothing is won* by
them all the time; it is their holiday costume, that which
1 Friar Odoric, in the fourteenth    may be ornaments made of the musk-
century, speaking of the dress of    deer's tusks, but I saw none such in
Tibetan women, says : "The women    the country. Alex. Hosie, op. tit., p.
have their hair plaited in more than    124, speaking of the aboriginal women
one hundred tresses, and they have a    of southwest Ssii-ch'uan, says that
couple of tusks as long as those of    their turbans were in many cases
wild boars." See Yule's " Cathay and    adorned with circlets of hog's tusks.
the Way Thither," I, 148. The tusks